
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

                                                                                                               
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 

Oct. 6: Region 1 Catalysts met 
with co-creator of Signs of 
Safety Andrew Turnell for a day 
of inspiration and skill building. 
With 12 people from R1 in 
attendance, we were a big part 
of the state-wide catalyst 
meeting. On the same day, 
DSS leadership throughout the 
state met with Terry Murphy 
(former Director General of 
DPC in Western Australia).  
100% of R1 directors, deputy 
directors and our regional team 
leader were there.  The 
statement? Region 1 is taking 
on Signs of Safety! 
 

Catalyst Team Info 
 

Greenville County has 

formed their own Catalyst 
Team! Program Coordinator 

Frank Shock has taken this 

on and has 7 people on the 
team: 

Angela Eastland 

Paula Cunningham 
Janette Pellus 

Anthony Basile 

Avery Martin 
Lisa Heard 

Heather Radloff 

SOS: Are you in the game or just a spectator? 
Making it happen or watching it happen? 



 
Anderson:  

• CW discovered additional actions the family is taking to maintain 
safety (Dad has been drug testing Mom to ensure her ongoing 
sobriety). This helped to increase the agency’s confidence in the 
ongoing safety of the children.   

 
Cherokee: 

• When a parent (whom we had a finding of sexual abuse against) 
appeared in court and the judge asked if he felt he was treated 
fairly, the father replied “This time, yes, I did.” 

 
Greenville: 

• One family (where domestic violence is the issue) created a plan to 
maintain child safety so the child can have increased visitation with 
the father. DSS was impressed because it was more rigorous than 
anything the agency would have come up with.  

 
Spartanburg: 

• Through a series of Safety Network meetings, one child in care is 
on the verge of going home to an extended relative.  To address 
concerns of the medical and legal professionals involved, they were 
included in one meeting and their suggestions were included in the 
plan.  

 
Oconee: 

• They were able to successfully close a 4 ½ year old case after 
implementing a safety network.  

 
Pickens: 

• In one case, the children were able to be returned to the parents 
when a protector moved into the home to supervise contact 
between Mom and the children.  

 

SAFETY	  NETWORKS	  WORK!	  

 
 
SOS Workshops: Based on your feedback from our recent survey, a series of half 
day workshops have been planned Dec. 2-4 with Connected Families. See you then! 
 
 

SOS MONTHLY 
CONFERENCE CALLS 

ARE CANCELLED DUE TO 
CHANGES IN THE 

CONTRACT. WE WILL 
NOW HAVE MONTHLY 
SOS WEBINARS. KEEP 

AN EYE ON YOUR EMAILS 
FOR MORE 

INFORMATION. 
	  

Feedback	  from	  a	  client:	  One	  17	  year	  old	  adolescent	  in	  foster	  care	  is	  happy	  that	  the	  SOS	  process	  happens	  
now	  with	  DSS.	  The	  questions	  that	  were	  asked	  today	  really	  got	  to	  the	  answers	  they	  needed	  from	  their	  mom.	  
This	  conversation	  wouldn’t	  have	  happen	  like	  this	  at	  their	  home	  without	  the	  help	  from	  the	  SN	  Meeting.	  There	  
was	  no	  communication	  in	  the	  previous	  case	  in	  2009	  when	  the	  child	  was	  14	  yrs.	  old	  and	  remembers	  that	  it	  
was	  very	  different.	  No	  one	  would	  talk	  with	  her	  about	  the	  case	  and	  she	  was	  in	  foster	  care	  and	  was	  away	  from	  
her	  family.	  	  
	  	  
She	  said	  that	  this	  process	  lets	  DSS	  know	  the	  family’s	  plan	  and	  how	  they	  are	  going	  to	  protect	  each	  other.	  The	  
teen	  says	  that	  her	  family	  was	  scared	  of	  DSS	  and	  didn’t	  want	  to	  ask	  for	  help	  because	  they	  were	  afraid	  it	  
would	  make	  them	  look	  needy.	  The	  SN	  meeting	  helped	  them	  learn	  about	  the	  positives	  that	  DSS	  can	  do	  for	  a	  
family.	  

After one successful safety network 
meeting in Anderson that included 
Mom, her paramour, his exwife, 
Mom’s ex-husband, his new wife, 
Mom’s attorney, and the babysitter 
(who is also serving as an alternative 
caregiver for one child), and a 
counselor who joined by phone, a 
plan for increased visitation was 
created so the children could see 
each other more, as well as other 
relatives.  The first sibling visit (with 
all 6 children) occurred the next day.  
The stepmom also contacted the 
acting supervisor and requested we 
do something similar with the 
children: gather them together and 
hear what they have to say. So we 
did! 

How	  we	  know	  SOS	  works:	  


